OPENING ADDRESS BY PROF. GEORGE N. CHEMINING’WA, PRINCIPAL, TURKANA UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, DURING THE TUC MULTIDISCPLINARY CONFERENCE ON 25TH MAY, 2023
Keynote speakers, presenters, colleagues and all participants from across the globe, Good Morning. I am Prof. George N. Chemining’wa, Principal, Turkana University College.   
Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is my honour and great pleasure to welcome you to the 3rd Annual Multidisciplinary Conference which is being held physically here at Turkana University College in Lodwar, Kenya, and also virtually. Once again, welcome to Turkana University College, the “Cradle of Knowledge”. We are located in Turkana County, the Cradle of Mankind.
Turkana University College is proud to host this Conference the third time. It has become an institutionalized platform for students, researchers, academics and industry players to network, exchange ideas and disseminate research findings.
I am happy to note that the Conference theme is “promoting sustainable development in the post pandemic era through research and innovation”. This reminds us of the paralysis that COVID-19 caused in our learning institutions. COVID-19, the Ukrainian crisis and supply chain disruptions, dollar shortage and prolonged drought constitute a “perfect storm” for Kenya and other countries. To deal with the current dire situation, universities and research institutions are called upon to develop innovative solutions that can spur sustainable development. We have to rise to the occasion and be part and parcel of the solution to our development challenges. 
This Conference is aligned to Turkana University College’s Strategic Plan of 2021- 2025 which seeks to inculcate a culture of research, innovation and outreach. In implementing the Strategic Plan, the University launched an internal competitive Research and Innovation Grant to catalyze research and innovation. Fourteen grants have so far been awarded to researchers in various fields of study. 
I am happy to note that some of the work supported by the Grant are being presented in this workshop. The University intends to increase allocation to the Research and Innovation Grant kitty. In the same breath, I urge all our academic staff to attract research and development grants from external sources by writing winning proposals in collaboration with colleagues from local and international organizations. This will enable us to realize our vision of “a globally esteemed university in teaching, research and outreach”. 
I note that the papers to be presented in this event range from education trends, science, technology and innovation, social cultural issues, business management, security and conflict management to language, literature and communication. I hope that these papers make recommendations that will assist in promoting sustainable development during the post pandemic era.
Turkana University College is in a pivotal position to directly contribute to the realization of the Kenya Government’s Bottom-up Economic Transformation Agenda (BETA).  Let us align our research and outreach to the BETA pillars of Agricultural Transformation and Inclusive Growth; transforming the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise (MSMEs) Economy; Housing and Settlement; Healthcare; and Digital Superhighway and Creative Economy.

I am delighted to note that this Conference has attracted participation of graduate students and academic staff. This is as it should be, and we must build on this success to ensure that all our graduate students and lecturers participate in the Conference.  
I urge the organizing Committee to market the Conference in good time and consider including exhibition sessions during the Conference. This will be critical for young scientists and students to show-case their innovations.    
As you all know, organizing an event of this magnitude requires strong technical and financial support. In this regard, I extend my deep gratitude to the Conference Organizing Committee for organizing this event on a shoe-string budget. Thank you for your selfless and relentless efforts which made it possible for this Conference to take place today as planned. 
My sincere appreciation goes to the paper reviewers, authors and all those who are participating in the conference. Your presence here, physically or virtually, in the two days of the Conference is highly appreciated. 
Let us learn, exchange ideas and nurture partnerships that will come in handy now and into the future.  
Once again, a very warm welcome to you all! Enjoy the Conference. God bless
