WELCOMING ADDRESS BY PROF. GEORGE N. CHEMINING'WA, PRINCIPAL, TURKANA UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, TO FIRST YEAR STUDENTS ON WEDNESDAY, 18TH SEPTEMBER, 2024 AT 9.00 AM
The Deputy Principal, Registrars, Deans, Chairpersons of Departments, Heads of Sections, academic and administrative staff, student leaders, continuing students; and, most importantly, our esteemed and newest members of Turkana University College family—our very distinguished 2024 first-year students, Good Morning!
Today is historic, a special day in the calendar of Turkana University College, a constituent College of Masinde Muliro University of Science and Technology. We are a public university based in Lodwar, Turkana County, the cradle of mankind. Lodwar is a beautiful, peaceful, safe and culturally diverse town. The majority community here is the Turkana Community, a very hospitable and culturally rich community. So, this is a great place to be. Don’t be fooled by the hot sun, I can assure you, you will adapt to it quickly and you may not be very eager to go back to the cold weather conditions in your various home counties, as your colleagues ahead of you can attest.
First and foremost, congratulations on making it to this important milestone in your educational journey. I am sure, in your villages, you are all considered brilliant scholars. To this, I say Kudos to you and your families. 
Today marks a significant milestone in your academic journey as you embark on a new chapter in your lives. Starting a new chapter can be both exciting and a bit overwhelming, but rest assured, you are now part of a supportive and vibrant community. As you step into the hallowed halls of this institution, I want to extend a warm and heartfelt welcome. 
Turkana University College has a rich history of nurturing young minds and preparing them for a successful future. Our commitment to academic excellence, holistic development, and character building remains unwavering. We believe that education is not just about acquiring knowledge but also about developing critical thinking, problem-solving skills, and a lifelong love for learning. As you step into this vibrant community, remember that you are not alone. You are surrounded by dedicated lecturers, supportive staff, and fellow students who are all here to help you succeed. We are all in this together, and I encourage you to embrace the friendships and connections you will make along the way.
As first-year students, you are embarking on a transformative experience that will shape your future. You will have the opportunity to explore new subjects, make lifelong friends, and discover your passions. Remember, the journey ahead may not always be easy, but with perseverance, dedication, and a positive attitude, you can overcome any challenges that come your way. We encourage you to make the most of your time here. Participate actively in extracurricular activities, join clubs and societies, and engage with your lecturers and peers. Your involvement in these activities will not only enrich your academic experience but also help you develop essential life skills. I encourage you to embrace and seize the moment, as the saying goes, tomorrow is never promised. 
Let me emphasize Key points to keep in mind as you embark on this journey:
Vision, mission and core values
My dear students, TUC’s strategic vision- what we aspire to become- is “to be a globally esteemed University in teaching, research and outreach”. Our Motto is: “The Cradle of Knowledge, “Chimbuko la maarifa” in Kiswahili; our Slogan is “Scanning the Horizons” (seeing and seizing opportunities). Our Mission is to generate, preserve, utilize and disseminate knowledge through quality teaching, research, and outreach for the advancement of humanity.  
We have six core values that guide us on how to operate, behave and interact on a day-to-day basis.: 1. customer focus (quality products and services), sustainability (thrive now and into the future), excellence (outstanding in everything we do), integrity (honesty, transparency, and accountability, ethical) and teamwork (working together to achieve our collective goals). The entire University College, including you and me, must embrace and espouse these attributes all the time.
Student Centered Funding model
I am aware that some of you had not applied for scholarship and loans under the Student Centred University Funding model. The Help Desk we set up during your registration led to a number of you applying for the funding. To all the KUCCPS placed students who have not applied for scholarships and loans in their student portals please get assistance from the registrar’s office. 

Academic Excellence
At Turkana University College, we pride ourselves in our commitment to academic excellence. You will be guided by our highly experienced academic staff, who are not only experts in their fields but also dedicated mentors. They will challenge you to think critically, to question assumptions, and to develop solutions to the pressing issues of our time. But remember: academic success is not just about attending lectures and passing exams. It is about engaging deeply with your studies, participating actively in discussions, and making the most of the resources available to you. Take advantage of our library, research facilities, internship opportunities and academic support systems. We are all here to help you succeed.
Holistic Growth
While academics are important, your time here is not only about books, lectures and CATs. We believe in the holistic development of our students. You will have opportunities to grow in ways that go beyond the classroom. I encourage you to explore the extracurricular activities offered—whether in indoor or outdoor sports, arts, clubs, student leadership or community outreaches. These experiences will help you build leadership skills, improve personal attributes, broaden your perspectives, and, most importantly, discover your calling or passion.
Building a community
One of the greatest strengths of our University College is the sense of community we cultivate. You are now part of a diverse and vibrant student body from various backgrounds, cultures, and experiences. This diversity is one of our greatest assets. It challenges us to think beyond our own experiences, to be open-minded, and to engage in meaningful dialogues that can inspire change. I encourage you to build lasting relationships with your peers, faculty, and staff. These connections will not only support you throughout your academic journey but may also shape your future endeavors. Take the time to get to know each other, share ideas, and collaborate on projects. Together, you will learn, grow, and thrive.

Embracing Challenges
As you embark on this new journey, you will face challenges; both academic and personal. This is normal, and it’s part of the process of growth. I want to remind you that “you are not alone”. We have a strong support system in place, including academic advisors, counselors, and peer mentors who are here to guide you when things get tough. Challenges, after all, are opportunities for growth. They will test your resilience, adaptability, and perseverance. But remember: it’s not about avoiding challenges; it’s about how you respond to them. Seek help when you need it, stay focused on your goals, and believe in your ability to overcome obstacles.
Your Role in the Future
Finally, as you begin this new chapter, I want you to remember that you are not just students; you are our current and future leaders, innovators, and change-makers.  The world is changing rapidly, and it is “you”, the Generation Z, who will shape the future of our communities, industries, and country. Your education here is a tool to help you make a positive impact in the world.
As you embark on this exciting journey, I want to take a moment to address some pertinent contemporary issues that are shaping our world and, consequently, your educational experience.
Navigating the Digital Landscape
In today’s digital age, social media plays a significant role in our lives. While it offers opportunities for connection and expression, it also presents challenges. As you engage with these platforms, remember that your words have power. Think critically about what you post and share. It’s essential to understand the implications of your online presence and to respect the rights and feelings of others. Remember, social media is better used for academic purposes. Be aware of our University College has policies in place to guide you in this area, and I encourage you to familiarize yourselves with them.
Mental Health Awareness
Another critical issue we face today is mental health. The pressures of academic life, social dynamics, and the fast-paced world can be overwhelming. It’s okay to seek help. Our University College provides resources and support systems to ensure that you can thrive both academically and emotionally. Remember, taking care of your mental health is just as important as your studies. Talk to peer counsellors or the student’s counsellor in case you feeling emotionally distressed 
Drugs and substance abuse 
The country faces challenges of the negative impacts of drugs and substance abuse. Lodwar town, therefore, is not an exception.  TUC is a drug free environment. Please keep off drugs and excessive of use of alcohol. They destroy lives, cause drop outs, unwanted pregnancies and chronic diseases.   
Relationships and mobile money scams
TUC encourages healthy relationships among students, staff and community. Unhealthy relationships lead to mental problems, pregnancies and serious communicable diseases like HIV-AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases (STIs). You are seriously advised to abstain from sexual interactions until you get married, but if you are unable, please use protections. If you get STIs please seek medical help and counselling and if you get pregnant, please seek help, don’t engage in unsafe abortions.     
Remember, romantic relationships between students and staff are prohibited as per our ethics policy. Please take care of yourselves; do not fall for older married men and women.
Beware of scammers who will give you fraudulent calls about your mobile money transactions. Some of your colleagues have recently lost money to such scammers. Please don’t allow yourself to be a victim of fraudsters.  
 Diversity and Inclusion
As you join our diverse community, I want to emphasize the importance of inclusion and respect for all individuals. We come from various backgrounds, cultures, political persuasions and perspectives, and this diversity enriches our learning environment. Embrace these differences and learn from one another. Let us embrace national cohesion and national values as espoused in our 2010 constitution. Let us live peacefully with the local community and respect their rich culture. Together, we can create a supportive atmosphere where everyone feels valued and heard. 
Civic Responsibility and Activism
In a world that is constantly changing, your voices matter. I encourage you to engage with contemporary issues that resonate with you. Whether it’s climate change, social justice, or community service, be active participants in shaping the future. Use your education as a platform to advocate for what you believe in, and remember that positive change often starts at the grassroots level.  In this vein, I call upon you to join us in promoting tree planting - planting and nurturing 100,000 trees per year. Each one of you can plant and nurture at least 30 trees per year.  In this way, you will contribute to the Government’s programme of “Jaza Miti” which aims at planting 15 billion trees by 2032.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Finally, I want to express my heartfelt excitement for what lies ahead for each one of you. Your time here will be filled with discovery, growth, and transformation. Make the most of every opportunity that comes your way, and always strive to be the best version of yourself.
Once again, congratulations on making it to Turkana University College and welcome to what I am confident will be one of the most exciting and rewarding journeys of your life.
We are thrilled to have you with us, and we look forward to supporting you every step of the way.
Thank you, and welcome

Principal
Turkana University College
